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Mr. Curtis opened the case yesterday for the President
and finished to-day. A very finished legal argument, but
I doubt if as effective as might have been made by some
others. Perhaps it is because I am more earnest and in-
dignant over this infamous and infernal villainy, which is
treated so gingerly by the professional friends of the Presi-
dent, and so infamously and audaciously by his opponents.

April 13, Monday. Mr. Stanbery sent me word to meet
him last evening at the President's at eight. Was punctu-
ally there and found the President's counselors in impeach-
ment matters there except Mr. Stanbery. His wife had
been taken suddenly ill, and he was thereby detained.
Having no occasion to remain, I was about leaving, when
the President invited me to wait. The lawyers were ex-
amining documents most of the time. Judge Curtis and
Evarts read over the letters of General Sherman with
great care. Groesbeck examined certain Department
documents. Nelson sat quietly by, saying little and doing
nothing.

The conversation was chiefly on the point of pressing
the further introduction of Sherman's testimony, and es-
pecially the letters which they had just examined. These
letters contained some expressions which they, Curtis and
Evarts, thought would do as much harm as the letters
themselves would do good. Both these gentlemen thought
the President had a perfectly good case as it stands,
without farther testimony. Judge Curtis said he feared
every new witness; that the other side were fishing for
evidence. Evarts concurred.

I was not altogether satisfied with their reasoning or
conclusion, but I am not, of course, as capable of framing
an opinion as these legal gentlemen who are in the case.
It is ntot, however, a legal but a political question, and
the conspirators are the triers. The Managers have a feeble
case or no case at all. There are no grounds for impeach-
ment; there were none from the beginning, yet every Rad-